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VINCENT LOCKYER — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.30 pm]: I rise tonight to celebrate the life of Vincent Albert 
Lockyer, who was the eldest son to Bert and Rosa Lockyer. He was the nephew of former Aboriginal leader and 
personal mentor to me, Manny Lockyer. 

Vincent grew up with his Lockyer–Whalebone family in and around Mallina, Satirist and surrounding areas, and 
this was and always had been home. His love, passion, respect and empathy for country and his old people are far 
greater than words can express, so it was his wish to be buried on the country of his forebears. His wish was 
fulfilled on Sunday, 7 October this year when he was buried next to Manny on Mallina station near Whim Creek, 
some 100 kilometres to the south of Port Hedland. I had the immense privilege of being there with his family and 
the many hundreds of people who came from all over Australia in honour of his memory. 

Vincent’s younger years were spent around the areas of Canes Well, Mallina and Satirist, where, right up until his 
passing he vividly remembered places and locations that were shown to him by his old people. It was at this young 
age that a strong foundation of love and passion for country was embedded into his life. Vincent’s schooling years 
were at the Presentation Convent, which was located where the Hedland Arcade on Edgar Street is today. His 
Aunty Girlie and Uncle Vincent Clarke were significant role models at this time in his life. 

Vincent’s primary to teenage years were spent fishing in the mornings to catch dinner for the family, spearing 
stingrays on the mudflats down where the old wharf was, catching crabs with his bare hands and diving on turtles 
to catch them and then bringing them up to the surface. He was taught these skills by his old people at a very young 
age and he took pride in passing on these skills to his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

When Vincent left school, he worked as a junior storeman with the then Dalgety’s plumbing, contracting during 
the time with Mount Goldsworthy Mining when it was starting up. After his time there, Vincent went bush with 
his father, where he spent most of his time dogging, droving and learning the country. Vincent’s father taught him 
so very much about country. 

Vincent was married to Hazel and they spent 53 years together, blessing them with six wonderful children and 
many treasured grandchildren and great-grandchildren. When dredging started in Hedland, Vincent came back 
into Port Hedland working as a deckhand on the tugs, then becoming a mate on an American cutter suction dredge. 
Vincent was drawn back to country dogging with the Agricultural Protection Board, and he travelled far and wide 
from Hedland to Marble Bar, to Nullagine and out into the desert. Hazel and the eldest children were always along 
as part of Vincent’s journeys out bush, sharing many good times over those early years. Vincent was always 
passing his skills and knowledge on to his children and grandchildren. Vincent held many jobs throughout his life, 
always balancing work with family, bush and fishing trips. 

The last 10 years of his working life were spent out on Mallina and surrounding areas as a general station hand 
and grader driver, while also maintaining and looking after country. It was during this time in 2008 that I helped 
him record the Aboriginal site of the Sisters. The site, a large boulder-strewn granite outcrop, had been located by 
Vincent whilst carrying out grading and contained a large number of petroglyphs, flaked stone artefacts, including 
form tools, grinding stones and patches. He also worked tirelessly to record and protect the series of false limestone 
islands along the Pilbara coast from Port Hedland to Cape Thouin, referred to by many as the Kariyarra islands, 
and because they do not have specific names, they are numbered one to 20. I had the privilege of carrying out 
surveys for Vincent, spending some three months camped out on one of the islands recording early contact art left 
by the early explorers. 

For over 20 years, Vincent fought tirelessly for his great-grandmother Fanny to be acknowledged as a Kariyarra 
person. The year 2014 marked a major milestone in this journey when Fanny was finally accepted as an apical 
member in the Kariyarra claim. Then, in 2017 Vincent gave powerful evidence to the courts, which cemented his 
family’s identity. Vincent was a warrior who stood and fought his battle alone and only ever wanted the truth to 
be heard. 

Vincent’s later years in life were dedicated to his wife, children and grandchildren, celebrating many milestones 
and spending as much time as possible on country. I had the fortune to spend a day with Vincent, Hazel and the 
family to muse over old times a few months before his passing. He had a relatively easy passing in so much that 
he did not suffer, but we knew the end was coming. Vincent will always be remembered as a wonderful husband, 
a father and a warrior who never gave up on what he believed to be fair and just—a funny, happy-go-lucky  
jack-of-all-trades who always looked on the bright side of life. 

House adjourned at 6.36 pm 
__________ 
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